Meeting
INTERAGENCY COUNCIL FOR THE PREVENTION OF ELDER ABUSE

Place
Virtual Meeting via ZOOM

Date/Time

Friday February 5, 2021
10:30 AM

Speakers/Guests
Robyn James, M4A.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 A.M. by Todd Hughes, General Counsel, Alabama
Department of Senior Services.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Sam Smith to approve minutes from the November 13, 2020 meeting.
The motion was seconded by Susan Segrest and approved unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Bryan Hilton stated that progress has been made regarding reconsideration of the protocol for
law enforcement response to the victims of elder abuse. The protocol has been approved by the
Attorney General’s Office and is awaiting publication.

SPECIAL REPORTS
Legislative & Advocacy Committee
Bob Maddox stated that Senate Bill 85 (amendment to the Elder Abuse Enforcement Act) will
allow for the victim’s personal information to be confidential. It states the filer must redact that
information to make sure it is not released to the public. The bill, sponsored by Senator
Smitherman, passed the senate judiciary committee and will proceed to the floor.
Other bills of interest are:
e House Bill 307 - A companion bill to Senate Bill 85
e House Bill 147 — Allows financial institution to delay financial transaction if they feel
financial exploitation is occurring.
e Senate Bill 101 - was introduced which would omit the requirement that the county
sheriff be appointed as a conservator.

Community & Professional Outreach Committee
Susan Segrest stated that John Craft and Robyn James met with members of the South Eastern
Association of Area Agencies on Aging on Jan 26™ about WINGS project and tool kits. At this time



toolkits were made available. Since then, there have been approximately 20 downloads of the
toolkits.

Susan Segrest will be speaking at the Assisted Living Association of Alabama’s Annual Conference
on March 30t™ and will also be presenting toolkits at that time. Toolkits are also still available in
her office.

GUEST SPEAKER PRESENTATION

Robyn James of M4A presented on the establishment of an elder abuse shelter for older adults.
She stated there is a lack of emergency temporary shelters for the 60 and older population,
particularly elderly victims of abuse. When situations occur that requires the caregiver to be
removed from the home due to arrest or medical emergency situations, the elder must be taken
to the hospital and admitted when the elder is not able to stay in the home alone and there are
no other safe haven facilities.

There is a vacant facility available in the Montevallo, AL area that could be used as a temporary
safe haven facility for elderly adults. A proposal has been made to the Governor for the purchase
of the facility. Various grants have been applied for to fund this project.

Steve Searcy of the Alabama Coalition against Domestic Violence is working with Robyn James
on this project.

PUBLIC COMMENTS/NEW BUSINESS

Sam Smith stated that all State of Alabama departments involved with Adult Protective Services
can receive one-time COVID relief federal funding as it relates to elderly adults. Alabama will
receive approximately $1.3 million if the grant is approved.

ADJOURNMENT

The motion to adjourn was made at 10:58 AM

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 162021 at 10:30 AM.



